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What’s It Gonna Be, Hot or Cold?

his year we celebrated Easter

earlier than we have in many,

many years. Everyone was

hoping for the weather to be
nice, but 1 kept hearing the newscasters
say it would be a cold Easter day. How-
ever, two days before Easter the wind
died down and the temperature rose to
feel like a very pleasant spring weekend.
I was excited as I thought about how eve-
ryone could come to the Easter service in
their beautiful spring clothes and not have
to wear those heavy coats. I thought about
how we would go outside and take pic-
tures around the colorful
Easter cross that was deco-
rated with fresh flowers. 1
even dreamed of getting out
in the yard and playing with
the kids after eating a big
celebration lunch. We had
just focused on the passion
of our Lord and the path that
led to the cross and death. I
was ready for resurrection and part of that
included the resurrection of spring and
warmer weather.

When 1 woke up at 5:00 am. on
Easter Sunday so I could get ready to
drape the cross with the white linen signi-
fying life and resurrection, and attend the
sunrise service, I did not feel the warmth
of resurrection. It was freezing cold and
my hands quickly grew numb as I hurried
to prepare the cross. I thought it would
surely warm up when the sun came up
over the next couple hours, but when
clouds and winds were present I was dis-
appointed. Where had the beautiful spring
days gone that we had experienced on
Friday and Saturday? Why had the
weather suddenly turned cold again when
we were supposed to be celebrating new
life?

As I thought about these things and
felt disappointment over the weather, I
couldn’t help but remember a passage in
the Book of Revelation in the Bible. The
Book of Revelation is a recorded apoca-
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lyptic vision experienced by John of Pat-
mos and written to the Christian churches
amid their persecution by the Roman gov-
ernment. While this vision points out
strengths and weaknesses of the churches,
the vision is one of hope in the return of
our risen Lord Jesus Christ. The passage 1
remembered is Revelation 3:15-16, which
was written to the church in Laodicea. It
says, “] know your deeds, that you are
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were ei-
ther one or the other! So, because you are
lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am
about to spit you out of my mouth.”

God is sometimes disap-
pointed by temperature too,
but not about the weather. 1
was allowing my celebration
of Easter to be affected by the
temperature outside rather
than the eternal light of Jesus
Christ that brings us new and
eternal life. Sometimes we are
lukewarm Christians just like
the early church in Laodicea. We may be
fair-weather Christians or even nominal
Christian. Fair-weather Christians are ex-
cited about loving God and others as long
as life seems good for them. In similar
fashion, nominal Christians are content

to be identified as a Christian in name,
but do not take seriously their relationship
with Christ. Are we being renewed by the
Lord of life daily or are we following
Christ as long as it is convenient and
comfortable for us? God said that it is
better to be cold than lukewarm. At least
there is realness to being cold rather than
the phony nature of being lukewarm.

One of the ways we can check our
temperature as Christians and as a church
is by looking at our involvement in wor-
ship and ministry. Are you making a com-
mitment to be present in worship so you
can be renewing your relationship with
Christ? Are you excitedly sharing your
life of faith with others and inviting them
to come and experience worship with
you? Are you involved in at least one
ministry inside or outside the church
weekly? As we head into spring and
warmer temperatures, let us set a priority
to be on fire for Christ and participate
daily in the abundant life that Christ
brings.

Be Blessed,

S

Pastor Sam

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES

Easter Sunday is past but Easter is never over. Christ was crucified and died for us, the blood
of the Lamb was spilled, His body broken. But that was not to be the last word, for Christ rose
again and is live—that means yesterday, today and tomorrow.

A friend of mine told me a precious story about her almost 3- year-old granddaughter. Her
mother was reading to the child, they were singing and reciting nursery rhymes. The mother be-
gan reading “Mary Had A Little Lamb” when the child stopped her and said, “No, Mary didn’t
have a little lamb. Mary had baby Jesus.” The little girl was right, Mary did have baby Jesus.
But she did bring to light another truth, Mary did give birth to The Lamb of God.

And this Lamb of God was sacrificed for our sake because God loves us so much. That is just
beyond my understanding, my comprehension to, sacrifice a son. But that is how much God
loves us, beyond anything we can imagine. It is beyond our earthly understanding. Nothing we
can do will make us worthy of that kind of love, it cannot be earned. That love existed before we
were born and is unconditional. All we have to do is to receive it, let the risen Christ live in us
and let Him make us new.

Experience Easter every day!

— Carotyn Burkholder







